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FISHERIES (VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM) 
REGULATIONS1 

Commencement [1st September 2000]2 

1 Short title  
These Regulations may be cited as the Fisheries (Vessel Monitoring System) 
Regulations. 

2 Interpretation 
In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires — 

“Automatic location communicator” means a device approved by the 
Forum Fisheries Agency and placed on a fishing vessel that transmits either in 
conjunction with another device or devices or independently information 
concerning the position, fishing and such other activities of the vessel as may 
be required; 

“Director of Fisheries” means the “Fisheries Officer” authorised to 
implement these regulations; 

“Foreign fishing vessel” has the same meaning under section 2 of the Act;  

“Vessel Monitoring System” (VMS) means the system employed by Forum 
Fisheries Agency member countries and coordinated by the Forum Fisheries 
Agency to monitor the position and activities of foreign and other fishing 
vessels for the purpose of effective management of fisheries; and 

“VMS information” means all information generated and collected in respect 
of the operation of the vessel monitoring system. 
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3 Requirement for an automatic location communicator 
No foreign fishing vessel shall be licensed to fish in the fisheries waters of Tuvalu 
unless the operator of the vessel installs, maintains and operates a registered 
automatic location communicator in accordance with such specifications determined 
by the Director of Fisheries. 

4 Conditions Governing Automatic Location Communicator 
It shall be a condition of every fishing license/permit granted to a foreign fishing 
vessel under section 5 of the Act that the vessel owner or operator — 

(a) applies for registration of the automatic location communicator at the 
Forum Fisheries Agency for each year; 

(b) pays the fee determined by the Forum Fisheries Agency for the 
registration of the automatic location communicator; 

(c) maintains the automatic location communicator at all time in good 
working order;  

(d)  does not interfere with, tamper with, alter, damage, or disable the 
automatic location communicator; 

(e) does not move or remove the automatic location communicator from 
the agreed installed position without the prior permission of the 
Director of Fisheries; 

(f) ensures that at least 48 hours prior to entry into the fisheries waters of 
Tuvalu, that the vessel’s automatic location communicator is switched 
on and is operating properly at all times when the vessel is in the 
fisheries waters of Tuvalu; and 

(g) ensure that upon notification by the Director of Fisheries that the 
vessel’s automatic location communicator has failed to transmit, 
comply with the directives of the Forum Fisheries Agency until such 
time that the vessel’s automatic location communicator is functioning 
properly. 

5 Cancellation of licence 
The Director of Fisheries may cancel the licence of any foreign fishing vessel that 
fails to comply with these conditions. 

6 Destruction, damage etc of automatic location communicator 
Any person who intentionally, recklessly or negligently destroys, damages, renders 
inoperative, tampers with or otherwise interferes with any part of the automatic 
location communicator shall be guilty of an offence and liable to $1,000. 
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7 Confidentiality of VMS information 
(1) All vessel monitoring information is classified as confidential information. 

(2) Any person who intentionally, recklessly or negligently divulges information 
from a vessel monitoring system, to any person or persons not authorised to 
receive such information shall be guilty of an offence and liable to $1,000. 

8 Authorised release of VMS information 
The Minister may release VMS information only in the following circumstances:  

(a) discharge of international obligations assumed by Tuvalu; 
(b) maintenance of law and order; or 
(c) safety of life. 

9 Guidelines in relation to collection and release of VMS information 
 The Director of Fisheries shall develop guidelines in relation to  — 

(a) the collection of VMS Information; and 
(b) the authorised release of VMS information. 

10 Ownership of VMS information 
The ownership of VMS information generated in the fisheries waters of Tuvalu shall 
vest in the Government of Tuvalu. 

 



Endnotes  CAP. 48.20.3   Fisheries (Vessel Monitoring System) Regulations

 

 

2008 Revised Edition Page 8 
 

 

ENDNOTES 

                                                           
1 LN 4/2000; made under section 22 of the Fisheries Act 1978 and continuing to have effect 

pursuant to section 98 (2) of the Marine Resources Act 
2 LN 9/2000 


	1 Short title
	2 Interpretation
	3 Requirement for an automatic location communicator
	4 Conditions Governing Automatic Location Communicator
	5 Cancellation of licence
	6 Destruction, damage etc of automatic location communicator
	7 Confidentiality of VMS information
	8 Authorised release of VMS information
	9 Guidelines in relation to collection and release of VMS in
	10 Ownership of VMS information


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [515.906 728.504]
>> setpagedevice




